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Another Problem Solved by PipeServ
Location: Nickel Processing Plant - Australia

Application: Heat Exchanger Repairs

PipeServ was contacted requesting our assistance to
repair a failing heat exchanger at a nickel processing
plant. PipeServ Technicians were able to react swiftly
and promptly mobilized to this site.

Over 150 tubes were identified as having significant wall
loss and/or leaking which was costing the company
thousands of dollars per day in downtime as well as
downstream implications with cross-contamination.

The unit was registered as an ASME pressure vessel and
had to be repaired as per this code which called for
either welding of plugs or Curtiss Wright EST Groups
Pop-A-Plug.

The welding option would have been extremely labour
intensive including an extended downtime. Due to the
increased safety of not having to weld, and significant
time and cost savings, the client preferred the EST
Pop-A-Plug “cold work” installation method. With
Pop-A-Plug weld-free plugging system providing a
helium leak-tight seal to | x 10-10 cc/sec.

PipeServ’s turnaround expertise proved invaluable
during this maintenance shutdown. This nickel
processing plant site is now adopting this same
technology across other units.
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